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OPIOID EPIDEMIC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, the 
world is an ugly place right now. It 
seems that at every turn there is an-
other crisis—another barrier to peace 
and prosperity, another obstacle to 
fight, or another cross to bear. More of 
our citizens, women, children, and 
grandkids are turning to something— 
anything—to mute the pain and create 
a false sense of peace. Society has been 
infected by drug addiction, a disease 
fueled by a loss of hope. 

We see it on the news, we watch it 
online, we feel loss in our communities. 
This disease is killing our friends and 
neighbors. Last year alone, over 64,000 
lives were lost. That is more casualties 
in a year than we saw during the 
height of the Vietnam war. 

And this is a war, too—a war being 
fought in the streets and in our homes. 
And we are losing. Mothers, sons, 
daughters, and fathers are dying—from 
the cold streets of major cities to the 
quiet fields of rural America—we are 
all feeling the effects of the opioid cri-
sis. 

What can be done? That is a question 
I have asked countless law enforcement 
officials, doctors, nurses, addiction 
treatment professionals, and commu-
nity leaders. There is no one solution 
to stopping the opioid epidemic in this 
country. 

This is a man-made disaster. We 
must face it head on with education 
and awareness, addiction and recovery 
services, funding, prescription drug 
monitoring programs, and prevention. 
We need to prevent our loved ones from 
being dragged into the abyss of addic-
tion and hopelessness. 

According to the CDC, three out of 
four new heroin users report abusing 
prescription opioids before using her-
oin. There is an easy step each of us 
can take to help with prevention. We 
can get rid of our old opioid prescrip-
tions at home. Why chance someone 
taking them? Why chance your loved 
one being a statistic? 

This year alone, 153 individuals in St. 
Louis County have already died of an 
overdose. How many of them started 
with prescribed opioids? How many 
started by taking prescriptions from a 
parent or a family member? If we could 
have saved just one of these lives by 
throwing away old prescriptions, then 
isn’t it worth it? 

This Saturday, October 28, local law 
enforcement and the Drug Enforcement 
Agency will be set up all around the 
country and in our neighborhoods for 
National Prescription Drug Take Back 
Day. They are providing safe and easy 
locations for you to throw away unused 
prescription drugs. 

I have no idea how many people can, 
and will, be saved by this one simple 
act. But multiply this one act times 
thousands, and now we are getting 
something done. Mr. Speaker, this is 
an epidemic this Nation has never seen. 
This is a disease of our own making. 

This week, there is something we all 
can do. Think about your household. 
Go into your hidden cupboards and see 
if you have old prescriptions. I bet you 
do. Take them. Find your nearest drug 
take back location and throw them 
away. 

We need to restore hope in this fight, 
and it won’t happen overnight. It will 
take work, prayer, patience, and vigi-
lance. Hope can be restored. If and 
when we band together to fight this 
epidemic, it will happen. 

So let’s restore a little hope this 
week. Let’s all join the fight to end the 
opioid epidemic. 
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THE WHITEFISH ENERGY DEAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, there 
is something fishy about the Whitefish 
Energy deal that was reported in The 
Washington Post. 

Whitefish Energy, based in Whitefish, 
Montana, was awarded a $300 million 
contract to repair and replace the elec-
trical grid in Puerto Rico. We learned 
that the company is 2 years old and, as 
of about 6 weeks ago, had just two em-
ployees. It does not have a track record 
of working on massive projects, cer-
tainly not one as massive as rebuilding 
the power grid in Puerto Rico after a 
once-in-a-century storm like Hurricane 
Maria. 

The Puerto Rico Electric Power Au-
thority did not solicit bids for this con-
tract. They did not do what most power 
utilities do under these circumstances, 
which is rely on mutual assistant rela-
tionships with other power companies. 

In Florida and in Texas—and in Illi-
nois, for that matter—after a big 
storm, power companies from around 
the country send linemen and other 
workers to assist the local company. 
But that is not happening here. The 
Florida Power and Light Company 
brought in 20,000 workers after Irma 
and, apparently, was willing to send 
workers to Puerto Rico and help, but 
the request for help never came. 

So what is going on here? 
A tiny company that does not have a 

track record gets one of the biggest 
contracts to help rebuild Puerto Rico 
in a no-bid, out-of-the-ordinary con-
tracting procedure. 

That is why I wrote yesterday to At-
torney General Jeff Sessions and FBI 
Director Christopher Wray, because I 
want them to investigate this deal, 
how it was awarded, why this company 
got the contract, and whether there is 
any evidence of it being a sweetheart, 
corrupt deal to boost business allies 
and political allies of the President and 
members of his Cabinet. 

I also plan to bring this issue up to 
the Oversight Committees in this body. 

On the surface, the Whitefish Energy 
deal looks fishy, but when you look a 
little deeper, the Whitefish Energy deal 
looks corrupt. 

Whitefish Energy is based in White-
fish, Montana. Guess what. That is the 
hometown of Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke, who used to represent Montana 
in this body. His son even worked for 
the company. The chief executive of 
Whitefish Energy, Andy Techmanski, 
knows Secretary Zinke; but as a 
spokesperson for the Interior Depart-
ment said yesterday, in Whitefish, ‘‘ev-
erybody knows everybody.’’ 

Guess what. That doesn’t make me 
feel any better about the deal. 

Go a little deeper and you find out 
that Whitefish Energy is financed by 
HBC Investments, which is a private 
equity firm founded by Joe Colonnetta, 
who holds the title of general partner. 

The Daily Beast reported that 
Colonnetta gave $20,000 to the Trump 
Victory PAC, maxed out on contribu-
tions to Trump for his Presidential 
campaign in the primaries and general 
elections, about $32,000, then another 
$30,000 that he gave to the Republican 
National Committee. Kimberly 
Colonnetta, his wife, was also a max-
imum donor, meaning she gave the 
maximum allowed by law during the 
2016 election to Trump and his various 
committees. 

Now, please look here, and the pic-
tures are right off the Internet. They 
certainly add additional evidence to 
the idea that Whitefish and the 
Colonnettas are pretty chummy with 
our President and his Cabinet. Right 
here is Mr. Colonnetta with the Presi-
dent of the United States, the two 
Colonnettas at the inauguration, and a 
picture of Mrs. Colonnetta with Ben 
Carson, one of the President’s Cabinet 
members. 

Don’t forget, all you kids out there 
watching at home on C–SPAN, what 
you post on Facebook stays there for-
ever. 

Now, I know that not everything that 
looks corruption is in fact corruption. 
Sometimes what looks fishy on the 
surface turns out to be legit, but most 
of the time, you know what, it turns 
out to be corruption. 

The reason this matters so much is 
that, without electricity, we can’t get 
water restored to the people of Puerto 
Rico. Water doesn’t flow uphill without 
pumps, and those pumps need power. 
You cannot live without water; you 
die. Dialysis machines, electrical 
wheelchairs, refrigeration for baby for-
mula, insulin for diabetics, chemo-
therapy for those with cancer all re-
quire electricity. It is a matter of life 
and death. 

I was just there and saw the suffering 
of the people in the villages and towns 
across the island of Puerto Rico. With-
out electricity, we cannot get Puerto 
Ricans back to work rebuilding their 
island and beginning to end the suf-
fering. 

Look, the last thing we and the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico need right now is a 
fat cat lining his pockets with money 
because they are well connected. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 
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